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Part 3
Public Shooting Ranges

47-3-301 Access to publicly funded ranges.
          A shooting range, whether indoor or outdoor, constructed with public funds and operated or

controlled by the state, an institution of higher education, or a political subdivision, shall, unless
specifically exempted in Section 47-3-305, be made available as provided in this section for use by
any group.
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47-3-302 Use and availability.
(1) Use of a shooting range by a group may not interfere with the use of the range by the state

agency, military, institution of higher education, or political subdivision for whom the range was
constructed.

(2) Outdoor shooting ranges shall be available on weekends and holidays, provided they are not
being used for shooting and training purposes by the owner or operator of the range.

(3) Each group that uses a shooting range owned or operated by a state agency, institution
of higher education, or political subdivision shall provide a certified official to oversee their
shooting activities while on the range.  If the group does not have a certified official that is
currently available, the owner or operator of the shooting range may provide one and charge a
fee for that certified official's time.

(4) A group using a public shooting range may not have anyone with the group who is prohibited
from possessing a firearm.

(5) Each group shall provide documentation of current and applicable liability insurance or waivers
of liability to cover each state agency, institution of higher education, or a political subdivision,
for each person shooting on or controlling the shooting range.

(6) Shooting range operations shall be in accordance with safety standards adopted by the
National Rifle Association or equivalent national shooting organization.

(7) Staff from the owner or operator of the shooting range is not required to be present unless there
is no certified official present with the group.

(8) The certified official in charge at the applicable time shall be responsible for opening and
securely closing the shooting range.
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47-3-303 Rulemaking.
(1) The State Armory Board, any state agency, or institution of higher education that operates or

has control of a shooting range shall make rules in accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah
Administrative Rulemaking Act, to implement procedures for use of the range by the public.

(2) The rules shall include provisions requiring indoor shooting ranges to be available on a
reservation basis, for firearms not exceeding the range design criteria:

(a) at least twice per week;
(b) after 4 p.m. on work or school days, or after students and faculty are excused or dismissed on

the work or school day; and
(c) between 8 a.m. and 10 p.m. on weekends.
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47-3-304 Fees.
(1) Reasonable fees for the use of a shooting range to cover the incidental material and supply

costs incurred by making the range available to a group, may be established by:
(a) the State Armory Board established under Title 39, Chapter 2, State Armory Board, for a

military range; and
(b) for a nonmilitary range, the state agency, institution of higher education, or political

subdivision that operates or has control of the range.
(2) Fees for nonmilitary shooting range use may not exceed fees charged by the Department of

Natural Resources for the same or similar activity.
(3) Fees collected under Subsection (1) shall be:

(a) for a shooting range operated or controlled by a state agency or an institution of higher
education, deposited in the General Fund as dedicated credits to be used for the operation
and maintenance of the range; and

(b) for a shooting range operated or controlled by a political subdivision, deposited in the political
subdivision's general fund.
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47-3-305 Exceptions and prohibitions.
(1) This part does not apply to:

(a) shooting ranges that are otherwise open to the public;
(b) shooting ranges that are operated as a public shooting range staffed by and operated by

Division of Wildlife Resources;
(c) the Utah National Guard ranges located at Camp Williams and the Salt Lake International

Airport; and
(d) ranges owned, operated, or currently leased as of March 26, 2013, by a state or local public

safety agency.
(2) Firearms may not be allowed in a school building, except under the provision of Section

76-10-505.5, unless there is an outdoor entrance to the shooting range and the most direct
access to the range is used.  An outdoor entrance to a shooting range may not be blocked by
fences, structures, or gates for the purpose of blocking the outdoor entrance.

(3) Only air guns may be used in public ranges where the ventilation systems do not meet current
OSHA standards as applied to the duration of exposure of the participants.  For the purposes
of this part, an air gun does not include larger caliber pneumatic weapons, paintball guns, or air
shotguns.

(4) Group range use is a lawful, approved activity under Subsection 76-10-505.5(4)(a).
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